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CHRIST'S  MIGHTY VICTORY Let  your  bea r ing  towards  one  a n o t h e r  a r i s e  ou t  o f  your
l i f e  in  C h r i s t  J e s u s .  For  d iv ine  n a t u r e  was  h i s  f rom the  f i r s t ;  ye t  he  d id  no t  th ink  to  sna tch
a t  equa l i ty  wi th  God ,  bu t  made  h imse l f  n o t h i n g ,  a s suming  the  n a t u r e  o f  a  s l a v e .  Bear ing
the  human  l ikeness ,  r evea led  in  human  s h a p e ,  he  humbled  h imse l f ,  and  in  obed ience
accep ted  even  dea th  — dea th  on  a  c r o s s .  There fo re  God  ra i sed  h im to  the  he igh t s  and
bes towed  on  h im the  name  above  a l l  names ;  t h a t  a t  t he  name  o f  Jesus  every  knee  shou ld
bow — in  heaven ,  on  e a r t h ,  and  in  the .  dep ths  — and  every  tongue  confess  " Jesus  Chr i s t  i s
L o r d , "  to  the  g lo ry  o f  God  the  F a t h e r .  (Phil. 2:5—11)

Chr i s t ' s  g r e a t  v i c t o r y  was  the  l iv ing  o f  a
l i f e  o f  obed ience  to  God ' s  wi l l .  No t
y ie ld ing  to  the  t empta t ion  to  use  the
powers  he  knew were  h i s ,  C h r i s t  l i ved  a
humble  l i f e  ded ica ted  to  the  p ra i s ing  o f
God ,  the  p roc lamat ion  o f  God ' s  word ,  and
the  ca re  fo r  and  hea l ing  o f  o t h e r s .  Ra the r
than  seek ing  to  avo id  the  t roub les  wh ich
p lague  a l l  mank ind ,  Jesus  embraced  mos t
o f  the  exper iences ,  and  accep ted  a l l ,  even
t h e  f ina l  one ,  w i th  g r a c e :  " I f  i t  i s  your
wi l l ,  l e t  t h i s  cup  pass  f rom me;  never -
t h e l e s s ,  no t  my  wi l l  ,  bu t  t h i n e  be  done . "
By  t h i s  accep tance  o f  h u m a n i t y ,  J e sus
became  the  exempla r  fo r  a l l  who  wi l l
be l i eve  h i s  message :  a s  he  h imse l f  was ,  a l l
a r e  ch i ld ren  o f  God  and ,  l i v ing  as  he  d i d ,
a l l  may  t r anscend  and  t r a n s f o r m  "mere
humani ty"  and  f ind  c lose r  un ion  wi th  God .
Human  l imi ta t ions  a r e  t r anscended  no t  by
an  escape  i n t o  higher rea lms ,  bu t  by
immers ion  in  the  invo lved  l i f e  shown us  by
C h r i s t .

Tha t  way ,  a s  shown us  by  Pau l  in  h i s
L e t t e r  to  the  Ph i l ipp ians ,  i nc ludes  t h e
bas ic  unders tand ing  o f  the  t r a d i t i o n a l
vows  made  by  those  fo l lowing  t h e  re l i -
g ious  l i f e :  pover ty  ( "He  made  h imse l f
n o t h i n g ,  a s suming  t h e  fo rm of  a

s l ave" ) ;  c h a s t i t y  ( "You  mus t  look  to  each
o t h e r ' s  i n t e r e s t  and  no t  mere ly  to  your
own" ) ;  and obedience ("  .  .  .  obedience
un to  d e a t h " ) .  The  subs tance  o f  the  vows
i s  a  se t  o f  gu ide  pos t s ,  a  co l l ec t ion  o f
s h o r t  no tes  t h a t  incorpora tes  the  Way  o f
C h r i s t ,  a  backpack  o f  e s sen t i a l s  f o r  the
p i lg r ims '  j ou rne y .  They  a re  pos i t ive
gu ides  to  l iv ing  a  God ly  l i f e ;  t h e y  suppor t
and  a s s i s t  t he  bap t i sma l  r enunc ia t ion  o f  "
the  wor ld ,  t h e  f l e sh  and  the  d e v i l . "

Pau l  has  summed  up  a l l  t he  o t h e r  v i r t u e s
— love ,  u n i t y ,  h u m i l i t y ,  c h a s t i t y  — t h a t
he  has  so  o f t en  p r a i s e d ,  under  one  ch ie f
v i r t u e :  obed ience  to  the  wi l l  o f  God;
th rough  l i f e  and  a t  i t s  end ,  in  the  l iv ing  o f
l i f e ,  and  the  l eav ing  o f  i t .

C h r i s t ' s  migh ty  v i c t o r y  i s  v i c to ry  over
d e a t h .  I sa iah ' s  words  a re  e l abora ted  by
Pau l ,  i n  h i s  L e t t e r  to  the  Co loss ians :  "
dea th  i s  swa l lowed  up  in  v ic to ry !"  Because
d e a t h  can  be  so  consumed ,  the  C h r i s t i a n
l iv ing  today  i s  l i v ing  in  pa r t  o f  e t e r n i t y .
There  Is. no  sudden  s t a r t i n g  o f  e t e r n a l  l i f e
as  a  r eward  a f t e r  dea th ;  we  a re  now l iv ing
a  f o r e t a s t e  o f  the  eve r l a s t i ng  l i f e  o f



t he  p romise ,  and  the  l i f e  a f t e r  d e a t h  wi l l
be  a  con t inua t ion  and  t r a n s f o r m a t ion  o f
wha t  i s  be ing  l ived  now.  Dea th  wi l l  no t
end  our  l i f e  wi th  God ,  nor  wi l l  i t  beg in
our  l i f e  wi th  h im — i t  w i l l  mere ly  mark  a
passage  f rom one  k ind  o f  ex i s t ence  to
a n o t h e r .  The  pa t t e r n  o f  l i f e  i s  s e t  by  the
q u a l i t y  o f  l i v ing  i t .  Those  who  live
wi thou t  God  now wi l l  be  wi thou t  h im
ete rna l ly ;  those  who  wa lk  wi th  h im now
wi l l  wa lk  wi th  h im f o r e v e r .

Each  o f  us  da i ly  f inds  h imse l f  o r  he r se l f  a t
the  symbol i c  c e n t e r  o f  the  c r o s s ,  a t  t he
c ros s / road  be tween  e a r t h  and  heaven ,
po i sed  on  the  po in t  o f  dec i s ions  which
bu i ld  our  l i ves  accord ing  to  a  p a t t e r n .  We
need  to  r emember  each  day  t h a t  Chr i s t
hung  po i sed  a t  the  c ross road  a l so ,  and  in
accep t ing  obed ience  to  God ' s  wi l l  r a t h e r
t h a n  h i s  own  d e s i r e s ,  showed  us  the  way t o
v i c t o r y .

Pau l ' s  words  were  an  i n sp i r a t i on  to
Caro l ine  Mar ia  Noe l ,  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  the
fami l i a r  hymn t h a t  beg ins  "At  the  name

Founder's Forum

God Himself Is With Us

of  Jesus  every  knee  sha l l  bow" ;  the
f o u r t h  s t anza  i s :

In  your  h e a r t s  en th rone  h im:
There  l e t  h im subdue  Al l  t h a t
i s  no t  ho ly ,

Al l  t h a t  i s  no t  t r u e :
Crown h im as  your  Cap ta in

In  t empta t ion ' s  hour ;
Le t  h i s  wi l l  en fo ld  you

In  i t s  l i gh t  and  power .

Our  Cap ta in  has  shown us  the  way  :  even
th rough  dea th  in  a  l i f e  in  conformi ty  to
God ' s  wi l l .  I t  i s  the  way  o f  humble  v i c t o r y .
Sha l l  we  fo l low?

Novice Brother  Donovan Aldan Bowley is  a
member of  the Church of  the Advent ,
Boston,  where he serves as  an aco ly te ,
chairman of  the garden committee,  and as  a
member of  the "9:00 a . m .  cho i r . "  He earned
his  doctorate  in  biology from Boston
U n i v e r s i t y ,  and works a s  a  program
manager  of  a  Massachuset ts  program to
clean up d r i n k i n g  water  contaminated by
organic  chemicals .

E a s t e r  was  ea r ly  t h i s  yea r  — t he  hymns
have .  been  sung  and  the  t r u m p e t s  have
been  f o r g o t t e n  un t i l  nex t  y e a r .  The  l i l i e s
a r e  gone  and  a l l  t h a t  r emains  i s  the
remembrance  o f  t h a t  swee t  sme l l  t h a t  says
"Eas te r . "  Ascens ion  Day  i s  nea r  and  then
Chr i s t  i s  gone  f rom v iew.

Gone  f rom v iew?  Only  fo r  those  whose
f a i t h  i s  a s  sha l low as  t h e i r  v i s ion!  We a l l
know t h a t  the  words  " I  am wi th  you  a lways ,
even  to  the  end  o f  the  wor ld"  a re  no t
sha l low.  They  a re  f i l l ed  wi th  power  and
promise .  The  d i sc ip les  knew the  lone l iness
of  Jesus '  absence .  They  knew h im in  the
break ing  o f  the  b read  and  a t  the  nex t
moment  he  was  gone .  We  too  know these
same  moments :  some  ca l l  i t  " t h e  da rk  n igh t
o f  the  sou l "  and  o t h e r s  " the  d e s e r t . "  Some
s imply  fee l  t h a t  these  a re  d ry  pe r iods ,  when
God

seems  a l l  bu t  gone  bo th  f rom our  l ives
and  t h o u g h t s .  We  sense  an  uneas iness
s imi la r  to  the  ch i ld  who  has  los t  h i s  o r
he r  mother  in  the  s u p e r m a r k e t .

What  we  need  to  keep  in  mind  i s  t h a t  God
— C h r i s t  — the  Holy  S p i r i t  — i s  never
very  f a r  f rom u s .  L ike  our  p a r e n t s  who  a re
no  longer  nea r  when  we  g row up  and  a re  on
our  own ,  and  whose  words  and  t r a i n i n g
s t i l l  a f f e c t  u s ,  God ' s  in f luence  and
teach ing  a re  a lways  t h e r e .  God  i s  s t i l l  i n
c o n t r o l .  There  a re  t imes  when  the  absence
of  God  in  our  l i ves  seems  unbearab le  and
we  a re  t empted  to  ques t ion  h i s  goodness
and  concern .  I t  i s  a t  t hese  moments  t h a t
God  s u r r o u n d s  us  wi th  h i s  love  which
conf i rms  wi th in  us  a  sense  o f  bas ic
s e c u r i t y .  He  a l lows  us  to  be  on  our
own;  to  t e s t  our  wings  and  ga in



m a t u r i t y .  J u s t  l ike  a p a r en t ,  God leaves us
alone i n  order t h a t  we may develop and g row.

God has an uncanny way of bringing blessing
to us i n  ways we may not expect or desire or
consider poss ib le.

In the f a i t h f u l  l i v i ng  of l i f e  i n  t r u s t  and
obedience, h i s  w i l l  i s  f u l f i l l e d  i n  ou r  l i v e s .

R i chard  Thomas B ie rnack i
Super ior  General

Here  and there  wi th  the  B r o t h e r h o o d . . .

COMMUNITY NOTES
BALTIMORE MD: Br .  Edward Munro attended
the investiture of the R t .  Rev. A. Theodore Eastman
as Bishop of Maryland. The service took place in the
Cathedral of Mary Our Queen (Roman Catholic). Also
attending were sisters from the All Saints Sisters of
the Poor, Catonsville, Maryland.

MILWAUKEE WI: Novice Br.  Randal Anthony
Ell iott, who works as custodian at Central
United Methodist Church, of f ic iated

Members of the Brotherhood with Presiding Bishop Edmond L .  Browning, after his installation as an
honorary canon at the Cathedral of S t .  John the Divine. (Lef t  to r ight: George Keith, Tobias
Stanislas Haller, John Peter Clark, Bishop Browning, Earl Christian, Richard Thomas Biernacki,
William Bunting, James Teets. and Charles Kramer).

at the Imposition of ashes at their Holy
Communion Service on Ash Wednesday. Onward
Christian ecumenists!

NEW YORK NY : Speaking of ecumenism, the
adult study group at the Church of S t .  Luke in the
Fields has been focusing on
this issue. Guest speakers have included
the Rev. William A. Norgren, ecumenical officer
at the Episcopal Church Center,
and Br .  William Martyn, S . A . We heartily
recommend this sort of program.



S A L E M  N H :  B r s .  C h r i s t i a n  W i l l i a m s ,  R o y
T o b i n ,  L a u r e n c e  A n d r e w  K e l l e r ,  B e r n a r d
F e s s e n d e n  a n d  N o v i c e  B r .  D o n o v a n  A i d a n
B o w l e y  v i s i t e d  w i t h  p a r i s h i o n e r s  o f  S t .
D a v i d ' s  C h u r c h . D u r i n g  t h e  e u c h a r i s t  t h e
b r o t h e r s  g a v e  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  t h e  B r o -
t h e r h o o d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  v a r i e t i e s  o f
r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  E p i s c o p a l
C h u r c h .  S e v e r a l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  p a r i s h
w e r e  s u r p r i s e d  n o t  o n l y  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e
o f  r e l i g i o u s  i n  t h e  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,  b u t
a l s o  t h e  n u m b e r  a n d  v a r i e t y  o f  t y p e s  o f
r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  e x i s t e n c e . T h e
r e c t o r ,  t h e  R e v .  L a u r e n c e  M i l l e r ,  r e -
c e i v e d  t h e  b r o t h e r s  w i t h  a  w a r m  w e l c o m e .
A f t e r  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  t h e  b r o t h e r s  h a d  t i m e
f o r  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o n -
g r e g a t i o n . T h e y  h o p e  t o  v i s i t  o t h e r

p a r i s h e s  i n  t h e  P r o v i n c e  ( I )  o v e r  t h e
n e x t  m o n t h s .

BOSTON MA: Brs .  Roy,  Laurence  Andrew and
N o v i c e  B r .  D o n o v a n  A i d a n  j o i n e d  1 3 0
p e o p l e  a t  T r i n i t y  C h u r c h ,  C o p e l y  S q u a r e ,  i n
t h e  A n n u a l  W a s h i n g t o n ' s  B i r t h d a y
B r e a k f a s t ,  a  f u n d - r a i s i n g  e v e n t  f o r  D i s t r i c t
1 8 ,  o f  w h i c h  B r .  R o y  i s  c o n v e n o r . A s  a
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  e v e n t ,  h o s t e d  b y  t h e  r e c t o r  o f
T r i n i t y  C h u r c h ,  t h e  R e v .  S p e n c e r  R i c e ,  o v e r
$ 1 0 0 0  w a s  r a i s e d  a n d  d o n a t e d  t o  t h e  A I D S
A c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  —
P a s t o r a l  C o n c e r n s  S u b c o m m i t t e e . T h e  R t .
R e v .  D a v i d  J o h n s o n ,  B i s h o p  C o a d j u t o r  o f
t h e  D i o c e s e  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  w a s  g u e s t
s p e a k e r .

Food for the Journey
"  .  . a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  I s r a e l  a t e  m a n n a  n o  o f

C a n a a n  t h a t  y e a r . "  (Joshua 5 : 1 2 )

T h e  s t o r y  o f  G o d  p r o v i d i n g  m a n n a  f o r  t h e
c h i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  i s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  h i s  l o v e
a n d  c a r e  f o r  h i s  p e o p l e .  W a n d e r i n g  f o r  m a n y
y e a r s  i n  t h e  d e s e r t ,  t h e y  w e r e  s u s t a i n e d  b y
t h e i r  t r u s t  i n  G o d ' s  p r o m i s e  t o  l e a d  t h e m
h o m e ,  a n d  b y  t h e  f o o d  w h i c h  t h e i r  l o v i n g
f a t h e r  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  j o u r n e y .
W h e n  t h e y  c r o s s e d  t h e  J o r d a n  a t  G i l g a l ,
e n t e r e d  t h e  H o l y  L a n d  a n d  b e g a n  t o  u s e  t h e
f r u i t s  o f  t h a t  s o i l ,  t h e  m a n n a  s t o p p e d .
M a n n a  w a s  f o o d  f o r  t h e i r  j o u n e y ;  w h e n  t h e
j o u r n e y  e n d e d ,  t h e y  n o  l o n g e r  n e e d e d  t h i s
f o o d .

W e  a r e  o n  a  s i m i l a r  j o u r n e y .  W e  t o o  a r e
t r a v e l i n g  t h r o u g h  a  w i l d e r n e s s .  W e  t o o
a r e  b e i n g  f e d  m a n n a  a t  f r e q u e n t  i n t e r v a l s
b y  o u r  l o v i n g  F a t h e r .  U n l i k e  t h e  a n c i e n t
I s r a e l i t e s ,  o u r  j o u r n e y  i s  a  s p i r i t u a l  o n e .

T h e  w i l d e r n e s s  t h r o u g h  which w e  a r e
t r a v e l i n g  i s  a  s p i r i t u a l  o n e .  O u r  m a n n a  i s
a l s o  s p i r i t u a l .  I t  h a s  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a
s m a l l  w a f e r  o f  b r e a d  a n d  a  s i p  o f  w i n e

m o r e ,  b u t  a t e  o f  t h e  f r u i t  o f  t h e  l a n d

—  i n  t h e m s e l v e s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s u s t a i n
p h y s i c a l  l i f e  —  b u t  i s  i n  i t s  e s s e n c e  t h e
b o d y  a n d  b l o o d  o f  o u r  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t .
W e  a r e  s u s t a i n e d  o n  o u r  j o u r n e y  b y  t h e
e u c h a r i s t  a n d  b y  o u r  t r u s t  i n  G o d ' s  p r o m i s e
t o  l e a d  u s  h o m e .  W h e n  o u r  j o u r n e y  f i n a l l y
c o m e s  t o  a n  e n d ,  s o  w i l l  o u r  n e e d  f o r  t h e
e u c h a r i s t .  W e  s h a l l  t h e n  b e  o n e  w i t h  h i m ,
a s  h e  a n d  t h e  F a t h e r  a r e  o n e .

— B r .  C h a r l e s  K r a m e r

U n l e s s  n o t e d  o t h e r w i s e ,  m a t e r i a l  f r o m
The Servant may b e  r e p r i n t e d  b y  a n y o n e
d e s i r i n g  t o  d o  s o .  W e  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e
r e c e i v i n g  a  c o p y  o f  a n y  r e p r i n t i n g  f o r  o u r
f i l e s .  S h a r e  a n d  e n j o y !


